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May 5, 2020 
 
Dear Parent, Guardians, and Caregivers: 
 
Yesterday, Governor Murphy announced that all public and private schools across New Jersey will 
remain closed for the remainder of this school year.  As a result, our distance learning program will 
continue through the final day of school, which is currently scheduled for June 18th.  In response, the 
New Jersey State Interscholastic Athletic Association (NJSIAA) canceled the spring season for all high 
school sports. 
 
While the announcement that schools would be closed for the remainder of the year was probably not a 
surprise, it did lead to feelings of profound loss because it ended any hope of retaining the traditional 
culminating activities and events that are in many cases a right of passage for students and their families.  
I understand that this letter would be woefully incomplete if I did not address some of the issues 
surrounding these activities and events that all of you are thinking about today.   
 
The bottom line is that we are prohibited from holding traditional in-person events, which means that we 
must adjust and find alternative ways to hold events that adequately recognize and celebrate the many 
achievements of our students.  All of our school employees are completely committed to providing all that 
we can to maintain our many proud end of school year traditions.  While these events may look differently 
from what you were expecting a few months ago, they can still be meaningful and memorable, especially 
if we as a community maintain a positive and supportive outlook. 
 
The district is 100% committed to providing moving up ceremonies, graduation events, transitional 
programs for students moving from one school to another, special events for seniors like the 4.0 
Recognition Program, and the Community Scholarship Program, and a variety of other events like field 
day.  Now that Governor Murphy made his announcement, we are moving ahead rapidly to develop 
specific plans. 
 
On March 16th, schools in Wayne closed with the expectation that we would be returning some time 
before the end of the school year.  This means that many students left personal items at each of our 
schools.  The principals at each building will be sharing information about how to claim personal items 
and also return school property like books and school technology. 
 
In closing, I want to express my sorrow for how this school year is ending, especially for our high school 
seniors who have been working for so many years toward graduation, prom, and so many other senior 
year events.  Based on the extraordinary effort of our educators from the onset of this crisis and the 
strength of this community, I am confident we will be able to end this school year in a positive manner. 
 
Sincerely, 

  
Mark Toback, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
 


